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Wonderful news! 
One of our schools athletes was selected to attend the Special Olympics State Games on May 15-17 2009 Summer 
Games. The athlete selected was Sam Restrepo for his running ability. His event is the 50 meter dash and his record was 
11.36 seconds at the area games back in March. So lets cheer on Sam as he heads to the State Games and tries to win 
our schools first medal. 
 
All of our students in the preschool and the elementary school have started working on basic baseball skills. They have 
been working on overhead throwing and some base running skills. This has been a great experience for the students and 
teachers alike. 

Congratulations to all our Pre-school Graduates: 
Lawrence Casarez, Joywill D’Costa, Alexander Fermin, Ryan Grundy, Miranda Hand, Noah Martinez, 
Garrett Rubin, Quirino Sanchez, Mila Smith, James JR Stafford, Jadon Tam, Damion Thacker 

Yearbooks are $10.00 each.  Dedications are $5.00 (limit 6 sentences).  
Please see Nancy or Linda to place your order.  All orders must be in by May 4th to guarantee a book. 

Last day of school is June 3rd.  We wish everyone a fun and safe summer. 
Summer school is Monday thru Thursday June 22nd - July 23rd. 

New school year registration packages will be coming home with your children in the next couple 
weeks.  It is very  important that you complete all paperwork and return to the school as soon as 
possible.  All new and returning students must has this completed in order to begin the next school 
year.  See Linda if you have questions. 



Spring has officially arrived, along with Spring fever.  After returning from a very deserving couple days off, 
the new theme has been the Solar System. The students have been steadily learning the difference between 
day and night; things we do during the day and at night. The Solar System has also been a focus on the sun, 
moon, stars and all of the planets around the sun. The hands on activities included making collages of the 
planets, which are now hanging in our classroom.  Jump and Slide was tons of fun; a perfect way to kick of 
summer fun.  Everyday here at PBSA is an adventure filled with love and learning! We are all looking forward 
to the next thematic unit; Aquarium. We will be planning a couple field trips to help obtain some knowledge of 
the concepts that will be discussed in class during this theme. 
Brooke Rider - Teacher - Elementary 

BOING, BOING make way for spring! Last month we welcomed in spring with a big bunny leap, the  
students participated in fun outdoor games like duck, duck, goose, and bike riding. We have had big changes 
in the preschool this last month!  The students came back from spring break rested and ready to finish out 
the school year.  Paula Peretz, Speech and Language Therapist along with Allison Ballin, education  
consultant from the ABA therapy based company Butterfly Effects LLC.   Introduced communication books 
using the PECS system.  Together  they have been in each classroom working with the students and  
teachers to incorporate the books into the school routines and provide communication strategies.  We want 
to enhance the students’ communication by giving them a way of requesting items, making choices,  
answering questions, and even asking for a break when they become tired!  As the students learn how to use 
the books effectively at school, the books will be introduced in the home as well. Don’t worry mom and dad, 
we will make sure you know what to expect! As always we try to have the same plan used at home as well as 
school, and incorporate the same strategies. Also, as the year begins to come to an end we have started 
working on our graduation ceremony! The students are clearing their throats and tuning their voices as they 
practice their songs. They hold their props with so much pride and dedication that they are bouncing with  
excitement as they wait to show you what they learned at PBSA!  Can’t wait to see you there!  
Dawn Fischer - Teacher, Pre-school 
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Dynishia is an assistant teacher at the Preschool in classroom B.  She has been with 
PBSFA for four years.  Dynishia has a  12 year old daughter with whom she spends all of 
her time with.  They enjoy reading, walking and dancing.  Dynishia’s favorite part of her 
job is working with the children and seeing all the progress they make. 

 Julie was born in Manila, Philippines.  She has been working with children for the past 23 
1/2 years.  Julie has her Florida Child Care and Education Program Director Credential  
certificate.  She has been working at Palm Beach School for Autism for the past eight 
months. Julie enjoys working at PBSA  
because it’s a challenge. She has a two lovely daughters and one fine son.  Her favorite 
food is fish and loves to BBQ with her family and friends. 

Dynishia Hill 
Assistant Teacher 

Pre-School 

Julie Dansby 
Assistant Teacher 

Elementary 

Brooke is  from the suburbs of Washington D.C She moved to South Florida in 2001, to  
attend Lynn University. She studied there for 6 years, obtaining her masters in Special  
Education. Brooke has been working at PBSA for 8 months now, where she has found a 
passion that is indescribable. Her favorite food is tuna fish and pink is the color that de-
scribes her the best. Pink is a energetic and expressive color. She like to go to the beach, 
where she can find the essence of tranquility. Brooke has a lovely family; mother, father, 
sister and the newest addition to the family, Jack who all reside in VA. Her goal for her near 
future is to get her Speech license to enhance her teaching knowledge and profession. Brooke Rider 

 Teacher 
Elementary 
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2 cups milk     4 oz. pkg. instant chocolate pudding mix 
3 oz. pkg. instant vanilla pudding  1 cup miniature semisweet choc. ships 
2 mashed bananas    18 paper cold drink cups     
2 cups milk     18 wooden popsicle sticks 
 
In a small bowl add 2 cups to the vanilla pudding mix and beat well.  Stir in mashed bananas and beat 
until combined.  In another small bowl, mix chocolate milk with chocolate pudding mix and beat until 
combined.  Fold in miniature chocolate chips. 
Spoon 1/2 of the banana pudding mixture into the drink cups.  Layer chocolate mixture over the banana 
mixture.  Repeat with remaining banana mixture and blend with a knife to marble.  Place wooden sticks 
in the center of the popsicle mixture and freeze until solid.  To serve, peel away the drink cup. 
Makes 18 popsicles 

“Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet 
sheds on the heel that has crushed it.” 
                                                                       
                         Mark Twain 

Wow! What an amazing event we had April 25, 2009! Due to the amazing support from teachers, staff,  
families and community members that participated in the Rummage Sale, we were able to raise over $2,500 
for the Drowning Prevention Coalition swim voucher program all of which will be ear-marked for individuals 
with autism and related disabilities! 
The day of the Rummage Sale Event started off at 4:30am with volunteers coming out from different parts of 
the county. When asked “Why volunteer for this event?” The committee found that some volunteers were 
there because they too have a child with autism or they have a family member with autism or some simply 
because they feel passionate about the cause, whatever the reason, each and every one of the volunteers 
did more than just help to sell items; they helped to save lives!  
Without the support from every one we could not have made this event as successful as it was!  The Palm 
Beach School for Autism thanks you! 
 
Please join us on May 12, 2009 at the Lantana IHOP for our last Parent Breakfast Social of the year. 
(Meeting times are 10:00am - 11:00am). This meeting is VERY important as we will be looking into our op-
tions for different times and different location for the next school year. 
 
Kristina’s Community Closet will be open to families starting the 09/10 school year. If you or a family is in 
need of clothes, shoes, toys or even books please feel free to contact Kristina Restrepo at 561-533-9917 
ext 226 or email kristinar@pbsfa.org for further information. 


